
St Benedict’s, Sketty 
St Joachim & St Anne, Dunvant 
The Catholic Church in West Swansea & Gower 

Parish Priest: Father John Browne VF Telephone: 01792 201 046 Mobile: 07510 933 711 
Parish Priest’s Address: The Catholic Church, Llys Teg, Dunvant, Swansea, SA2 7QQ  
Email: sketty@menevia.org / dunvant@menevia.org Parish Website: www.gowercatholic.com  
Confessions St Benedict’s: Before Mass & on request, in confessional box near sacristy.  
Confessions St Joachim & St Anne: Before Mass & on request, in confessional box in side chapel. 
Safeguarding: Please see Safeguarding Policy and contact information in the porch of both churches. 
Home Visits: Please phone Father to arrange Holy Communion at home due to being unwell or homebound. 
Local Catholic Schools: St David’s Catholic Primary School & Bishop Vaughan Catholic Comprehensive School.  
New to the Church? If you are new - you are very welcome - please introduce yourself to Father John. 
Parish Bank Details: Sketty Parish A/c 74242768 S/c 60-21-41 | Dunvant Parish A/c 74242776 S/c 60-21-41 
Collection Tokens: Tokens are available for those who donate by standing order (or no cash) to put in the collection. 
Mass Intentions: Please find printed envelopes in both church porches. 
Hospital Chaplains: Morriston: Father Artur, Tel 01792 771 053 | Singleton: Father Clement, Tel 07459 335 606. 
 

Parish Newsletter - Sunday 30th August 2026 
Date Service Time Church Mass Intentions Liturgical Notes 

Sat 29th Aug Mass 
Mass 

4:00pm 
6:00pm 

Sketty 
Dunvant 

Blessings on Mati & Julia 
Logan’s int. 

22nd Sun in OT 
22nd Sun in OT 

Sun 30th Aug Mass 
Mass 

9:15am 
11:15am 

Dunvant 
Sketty 

Ioan Warren int. 
Colin & Hazel Scourfield int. 

22nd Sun in OT 
22nd Sun in OT 

Mon 31st Aug In private - - Pro Populo  
Tues 1st Sept Mass 10:00am Dunvant Daniel J Thomas & family+  
Wed 2nd Sept Mass 10:00am Sketty Elsie Hartnett birthday int.  
Thur 3rd Sept Mass 

Funeral 
10:00am 
11:15am 

Dunvant 
Sketty 

Jenny & Mike B int. 
Funeral of Christine Perry 

St Gregory 
Requiem Mass 

Fri 4th Sept Mass 10:00am Sketty Christine Perry+  
Sat 5th Sept Mass 

 
Mass 

4:00pm 
 

6:00pm 

Sketty 
 

Dunvant 

Clive Wilson 90th birthday int. 
Joan Curnock int. 

Mr Charles Livingstone int. 

23rd Sun in OT 
 

23rd Sun in OT 
Sun 6th Sept Mass 

Mass 
9:15am 
11:15am 

Dunvant 
Sketty 

Ann Gavin+ 
Private int. (AM) 

23rd Sun in OT 
23rd Sun in OT 

 

Before Mass talk to God, during Mass let God talk to you, after Mass talk to each other 
 

Joint Parish Pilgrimage 2027: Prices for the dates requested for Fatima next Spring were very high. I will 
therefore be considering some alternative options.   
 

Matthew Mulcahy Sponsored Walk: This year’s walk will take place on Sunday, 13th September commencing 
2.00p.m. from Stella Maris Convent and is in support of the Ursuline Sisters’ Mission in Madagascar which feeds 
and educates orphaned and abandoned street children. Please walk with us or consider sponsoring walkers. 
Full route details are available in the porch. Halfway refreshments will again be kindly provided by Our Lady Star 
of the Sea in Mumbles and more refreshments available at Stella Maris. Please support us. Thank you. 
 

From the Archdiocese: 
Our August 2026 Newsletter Is Out Now The August newsletter from the Archdiocese of Cardiff-Menevia is 
out now. This issue features a foreword from Lucy Williams of Caritas Cardiff-Menevia on the Jubilee year of St 
Francis and the upcoming Season of Creation, news of Deacon Alan de Ste Croix's ordination to the Permanent 
Diaconate, Archbishop Mark's re-appointment to the International Council for Catechesis, St Joseph's RC 
Primary School's LiveSimply Award, details of the Caritas event in Bridgend on 10th October, and a call to write 
to your MP ahead of the Assisted Suicide Bill's Second Reading on 11th September. To read the full newsletter, 
visit the Archdiocesan website rcadc.org 
 

Creationtide Launch Invitation - 1st September 2026, 8pm online 
The 'Jubilee Garden Project' invites us to use physical space to heal, transform and renew. It takes three patrons 
- Mary, Martha and Lazarus of Bethany, among Jesus' closest friends - representing Faith, Hope and Charity. 
Enacting each patron and virtue in the garden becomes a way of rebuilding communion with God, neighbour 
and earth - and, in turn, trust in ourselves. Tending the garden becomes a living act of care: for our community, 



and for our own faith journey. Join us, The God Who Speaks, as we celebrate the launch in partnership with the 
Ecological Conversion Group. Register at: www.jubileegarden.org/events 
 

We’re hiring - Clergy Welfare Officer 
The Archdiocese of Cardiff-Menevia is seeking a Clergy Welfare Officer to support priests approaching 
retirement, already retired, or on sick leave — helping with health, finance, housing and care needs. A rewarding 
part-time role for someone with a heart for pastoral care and experience in healthcare or social services. 14 
hours per week | £32,000 pro rata. Closing date: 26th September 2026. For an information pack and application 
forms, or to ask a question, please email hr@cardiffmenevia.org.  
 

World Youth Day 2027 - Seoul, Korea 
Young adults aged 18–30 are invited to join the Emmaus Encounter pilgrimage to World Youth Day, taking place 
from 28th July to 9th August in Seoul, South Korea. The package includes airport transfers, bed & breakfast 
accommodation, 4 nights in the Diocese of Incheon and 7 nights in Seoul with access to all main WYD events, 
plus daily Mass and formation. Archbishop Mark will be accompanying the group throughout. The cost is £1,500 
plus flight fare, with spaces limited and allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. To join or find out more, 
email wyd@cardiffmenevia.org, or call 02920 379490. 
 
Sunday Homily 
Life is difficult! This is the opening sentence of Scott Peck’s book, The Road Less Travelled, and I think there 
would be few of us here today who would argue with the truth of that statement. Even when our lives are well 
grounded, even when things are going smoothly, it does not take long before something challenges us, 
something attacks us, something causes us pain. As the saying goes, “It’s always something; if it’s not one thing, 
it’s another.” Each one of us has a cross to carry, and carrying that cross makes life difficult. 
 

The hope that comes from today’s Gospel is this: that which is difficult can also be good. When Jesus says to 
his disciples that they must take up their cross and follow him, he is not assigning them a punishment. He is 
offering  the assurance that when they take up a difficult part of life and carry it as a cross after Jesus, it need 
not destroy them. In fact it can have the power to strengthen them and open them more to life. 
 

A famous Italian violin maker was known to carefully select the wood for his violins from the north side of the 
tree trunk. When people questioned him about this, he pointed out that it was the north side of the tree that faced 
the brunt of the storm. It was that side of the tree that was buffeted by the wind and the rain. As a result, the 
wood on that side was stronger and more resilient. He found that if he shaped his violins from the wood on the 
north side of the tree, both the tone and the quality of those instruments would be richer. Therefore, when the 
winds came and the rains struck, the violin maker would only smile and say, “I love that sound, for it’s the sound 
of trees learning to be violins.” 
 

When Jesus says that we must take up our cross and follow him, he is pointing to a similar truth. As difficult as 
it can be to bear the burdens of life, they have the possibility of deepening us, teaching us, and allowing us to 
grow. It is often in times of stress or trouble that we make progress, that we hear things that otherwise we would 
not have the time or the patience to hear. CS Lewis says that “God whispers to us in our pleasures; God speaks 
to us in our conscience; but God shouts to us in our pain. Pain is the megaphone God uses to rouse a deafened 
world.” Pain certainly gets our attention. 
 

Now we need to be careful here because to say that good can come from pain is not the same as saying pain 
is good. Sickness, suffering and death are evils and we should do all that we can to avoid them. But when evils 
must be faced, when they cannot be avoided, we are called to take them up as crosses to follow after Christ. 
When we do that, they have the potential to deepen us and to open us more to life. I know this to be true because 
I have heard it from the testimony of so many people. I’ve spoken to a woman dying of cancer, who told me that 
through God’s help, she is more alive today than in any other moment of her life. I’ve talked to a young student 
who shared with me of how his girlfriend dropped him after a three-year relationship, and after he made his way 
through the pain, with God’s help, he realised that he was stronger than he ever imagined himself to be. 
 

I’ve spoken with a young mother who lost her daughter in crib death, and who witnessed to me that once she 
worked through the sorrow, with God’s help, it was turned into energy for ministry to other mothers who lose 
their children in similar circumstances. I’ve spoken to a young married couple, who after their first big argument 
and all the hurt and pain and healing it involved, could say that with God’s help, their relationship today is deeper 
and more real than it was before. I’ve had lunch with an unemployed man who shared with me that it was not 
until he lost his job that he began to realise how valuable his family was. 
 

Life is difficult. Each one of us has a cross to bear. But the good news is that our cross is not a punishment but 
an opportunity. So when evil strikes, when pain begins, may we not despair. If we can take up our cross and 
carry it in Jesus’ name, it need not paralyze us or destroy us. If wind storms can change trees into violins, then 
certainly the crosses we carry in Jesus’ name, can transform us into genuine daughters and sons of God. 


